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8. At the present time, with the development of more rapid facilities for 

communication, with the barrier of distance separating men greatly reduced, with 

the inhabitants of the entire globe becoming one great family, these charitable 

activities and works have become more urgent and universal. These charitable 

enterprises can and should reach out to all persons and all needs. Wherever there 

are people in need of food and drink, clothing, housing, medicine, employment, 

education; wherever men lack the facilities necessary for living a truly human life 

or are afflicted with serious distress or illness or suffer exile or imprisonment, there 

Christian charity should seek them out and find them, console them with great 

solicitude, and help them with appropriate relief. This obligation is imposed above 

all upon every prosperous nation and person.
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[238] 

10. As sharers in the role of Christ as priest, prophet, and king, the laity have their 

work cut out for them in the life and activity of the Church. Their activity is so 

necessary within the Church communities that without it the apostolate of the 

pastors is often unable to achieve its full effectiveness. In the manner of the men 

and women who helped Paul in spreading the Gospel (cf. Acts 18:18, 26; Rom. 

16:3) the laity with the right apostolic attitude supply what is lacking to their 

brethren and refresh the spirit of pastors and of the rest of the faithful (cf. 1 Cor. 

16:17-18). Strengthened by active participation in the liturgical life of their 

community, they are eager to do their share of the apostolic works of that 

community. They bring to the Church people who perhaps are far removed from it, 

earnestly cooperate in presenting the word of God especially by means of 

catechetical instruction, and offer their special skills to make the care of souls and 

the administration of the temporalities of the Church more efficient and effective....  

[239] 

They should develop an ever-increasing appreciation of their own diocese, of which 

the parish is a kind of cell, ever ready at their pastor’s invitation to participate in 

diocesan projects. Indeed, to fulfill the needs of cities and rural areas,
3
 they should 

not limit their cooperation to the parochial or diocesan boundaries but strive to 

extend it to interparochial, interdiocesan, national, and international fields. This is 

constantly becoming all the more necessary because the daily increase in mobility 

of populations, reciprocal relationships, and means of communication no longer 

allow any sector of society to remain closed in upon itself. Thus they should be 

concerned about the needs of the people of God dispersed throughout the world. 

They should especially make missionary activity their own by giving material or 

even personal assistance. It is a duty and honor for Christians to return to God a part 

[240] 



of the good things that they receive from Him. 

11. Since the Creator of all things has established conjugal society as the beginning 

and basis of human society and, by His grace, has made it a great mystery in Christ 

and the Church (cf. Eph. 5:32), the apostolate of married persons and families is of 

unique importance for the Church and civil society.  

[241] 

Christian husbands and wives are cooperators in grace and witnesses of faith for 

each other, their children, and all others in their household. They are the first to 

communicate the faith to their children and to educate them by word and example 

for the Christian and apostolic life. They prudently help them in the choice of their 

vocation and carefully promote any sacred vocation which they may discern in 

them.  

[242] 

It has always been the duty of Christian married partners but today it is the greatest 

part of their apostolate to manifest and prove by their own way of life the 

indissolubility and sacredness of the marriage bond, strenuously to affirm the right 

and duty of parents and guardians to educate children in a Christian manner, and to 

defend the dignity and lawful autonomy of the family. They and the rest of the 

faithful, therefore, should cooperate with men of good will to ensure the 

preservation of these rights in civil legislation and to make sure that governments 

give due attention to the needs of the family regarding housing, the education of 

children, working conditions, social security, and taxes; and that in policy decisions 

affecting migrants their right to live together as a family should be safeguarded.
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14. ...All who work in or give help to foreign nations must remember that relations 

among peoples should be a genuine fraternal exchange in which each party is at the 

same time a giver and a receiver. Travelers, whether their interest is international 

affairs, business, or leisure, should remember that they are itinerant heralds of 

Christ wherever they go and should act accordingly.  
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