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4. To accomplish this, Christ sent from the Father His Holy Spirit, who was to carry 

on inwardly His saving work and prompt the Church to spread out. Doubtless, the 

Holy Spirit was already at work in the world before Christ was glorified.
5
 Yet on 

the day of Pentecost, He came down upon the disciples to remain with them forever 

(cf. John 14:16). The Church was publicly displayed to the multitude, the Gospel 

began to spread among the nations by means of preaching, and there was presaged 

that union of all peoples in the catholicity of the faith by means of the Church of the 

New Covenant, a Church which speaks all tongues, understands and accepts all 

tongues in her love, and so supersedes the divisiveness of Babel. 
6
For it was from 

Pentecost that the Acts of the Apostles took again, just as Christ was - conceived 

when the Holy Spirit came upon the Virgin Mary, and just as Christ was impelled to 

the work of His ministry by the same Holy Spirit descending upon Him while He 

prayed.  

[245] 

Now, the Lord Jesus, before freely giving His life for the world, did so arrange the 

Apostles’ ministry and promise to send the Holy Spirit that both they and the Spirit 

might be associated in effecting the work of salvation always and everywhere.
8
 

Throughout all ages, the Holy Spirit makes the entire Church one in communion 

and in ministering; He equips her with various gifts of a hierarchical and 

charismatic nature, a giving life, soul - like, to ecclesiastical institutions
10

 and 

instilling into the hearts of the faithful the same mission spirit which impelled 

Christ Himself. etimes He even visibly anticipates the Apostles’ acting,
11

 just as He 

unceasingly accompanies and directs it in different ways.
12

  

[246] 

9. And so the time for missionary activity extends between the first coming of the 

Lord and the second, in which latter the Church will be gathered from the four 

winds like a harvest into the kingdom of God.23 For the Gospel must be preached 

to all nations before the Lord shall come (cf. Mark 13:10). 

[247] 

Missionary activity is nothing else and nothing less than an epiphany, or a 

manifesting of God’s decree, and its fulfillment in the world and in world history, in 

the course of which God, by means of mission, manifestly works out the history of 

salvation. By the preaching of the word and by the celebration of the sacraments, 

the center and summit of which is the most holy Eucharist, He brings about the 

presence of Christ, the author of salvation. But whatever truth and grace are to be 

found among the nations, as a sort of secret presence of God, He frees from all taint 

of evil and restores to Christ its maker, who overthrows the devil’s domain and 
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wards off the manifold malice of vice. And so, whatever good is found to be sown 

in the hearts and minds of men, or in the rites and cultures peculiar to various 

peoples, not only is not lost, but is healed, uplifted, and perfected for the glory of 

God, the shame of the demon, and the bliss of men.
24

 Thus, missionary activity 

tends toward eschatological fullness.
25

 For by it the people of God is increased to 

that measure and time which the Father has fixed in His power(cf. Acts 1:7). To this 

people it was said in prophecy: Enlarge the space for your tent, and spread out your 

tent cloths unsparingly (Is. 54:2).
26

 By missionary activity, the mystical body grows 

to the mature measure of the fullness of Christ (cf. Eph. 4:13); and the spiritual 

temple, where God is adored in spirit and in truth (cf. John 4:23), grows and is built 

up upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 

supreme corner stone (Eph.2:20).  

11. The Church must be present in these groups through her children, who dwell 

among them or who are sent to them. For all Christians, wherever they live, are 

bound to show forth, by the example of their lives and by the witness of the word, 

that new man put on at baptism and that power of the Holy Spirit by which they 

have been strengthened at Conformation. Thus other men, observing their good 

works, can glorify the Father (cf. Matt. ES:16) and can perceive more fully the real 

meaning of human life and the universal bond of the community of mankind.  

[249] 

In order that they may be able to bear more fruitful witness to Christ, let them be 

joined to those men by esteem and love; let them acknowledge themselves to be 

members of the group of men among whom they live; let them share in cultural and 

social life by the various. undertakings and enterprises of human living; let them be 

familiar with their national and religious traditions; let them gladly and reverently 

lay bare the seeds of the Word which lie hidden among their fellows. At the same 

time, however, let them look to the: profound changes which are taking place 

among nations, and let them exert themselves to keep modern man, intent as he is 

on the science and technology of today’s world from becoming a stranger to things 

divine; rather, let them awaken in him a yearning for that truth and:charity which 

God has revealed. Even as Christ Himself searched the hearts of men, and led them 

to divine light, so also His disciples, profoundly penetrated by the Spirit of Christ, 

should show the people among whom they live, and should converse with them, 

that they themselves may learn by sincere and patient dialogue what treasures a 

generous God has distributed among the nations of the earth. But at the same time, 

let them try to furbish these treasures, set them free, and bring them under the 

dominion of God their Savior.  

[250] 

12. The presence of the Christian faithful in these human groups should be inspired 

by that charity with which God has loved us, and with which He wills that we 

should love one another (cf. 1 John 4:11). Christian charity truly extends to all, 

without distinction of race, creed, or social condition: it looks for neither gain nor 

gratitude. For as God loved us with an unselfish love, so also the faithful should in 

their charity care for the human person himself, loving him with the same affection 

with which God sought out man. Just as Christ, then, went about all the towns and 

villages, curing every kind of disease and infirmity as a sign that the kingdom of 

God had come (cf. Matt. 9:35ff; Acts 10:38), so also the Church, through her 

children, is one with men of every condition, but especially with the poor and the 

afflicted. For them, she gladly spends and is spent (cf. 2 Cor. 12:15), sharing in 
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their joys and sorrows, knowing of their longings and problems, suffering with 

them in death’s anxieties. To those in quest of peace, she wishes to answer in 

fraternal dialogue, bearing them the peace and the light of the Gospel.  

15.[…]The Christian faithful gathered together out of all nations into the Church 

are not marked off from the rest of men by their government, nor by their language, 

nor by their political institutions,
15

 and so they should live for God and Christ in a 

respectable way of their own national life. As good citizens, they should be true and 

effective patriots, all together avoiding racial prejudice and hypernationalism, and 

should foster a universal love for man.  

[252] 

20. Since the particular church is bound to represent the universal Church as 

perfectly as possible, let it realize that it has been sent to those also who are living 

in the same territory with it, and who do not yet believe in Christ. By the life 

witness of each one of the faithful and of the whole community, let the particular 

church be a sign which points out Christ to others.  

[253] 

Furthermore, there is need of the ministry of the word, so that the Gospel may reach 

all. The bishop should be first and foremost a herald of the Faith, who leads new 

disciples to Christ.
3
 In order that he may properly fulfill this noble task, let him 

thoroughly study both the conditions of his flock, and the private opinions of his 

countrymen concerning God, taking careful note also of those changes which 

urbanization, migrations, and religious indifferentism have introduced.  

[254] 

The local priests in the young churches should zealously address themselves to the 

work of spreading the Gospel, and join forces with the foreign missionaries who 

form with them one college of priests, united under the authority of the bishop. 

They should do this, not only with a view to the feeding the faithful flock, and to 

the celebrating of divine worship, but also to the preaching of the Gospel to those 

outside, let them show themselves ready, and when the occasion presents itself, let 

them with a willing heart offer the bishop their services for missionary work in 

distant and forsaken areas of their own diocese or of other dioceses.  

[255] 

Let religious men and women, and the laity too, show the same fervent zeal toward 

their countrymen, especially toward the poor.  

[256] 

38.[…] It also pertains to the episcopal conferences to found and promote works for 

the brotherly reception and due pastoral care of those who immigrate from mission 

lands for the sake of studying or finding work. For through them, far - away peoples 

are sometimes made near; and an excellent opportunity is offered to communities 

which have long been Christian to converse with nations which have not yet heard 

the Gospel, and to show them in their own dutiful love and aid, the genuine face of 

Christ.
6
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