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8. A major phenomenon draws our attention, as much in the industrialized countries as
in those which are developing: urbanization.
After long centuries, agrarian civilization is weakening. Is sufficient attention being
[489
devoted to the arrangement and improvement of the life of the country people, whose
]
inferior and at times miserable economic situation provokes the flight to the unhappy
crowded conditions of the city outskirts, where neither employment nor housing awaits
them?
This unceasing flight from the land, industrial growth, continual demographic expansion [490
and the attraction of urban, centers bring about concentrations of population, the extent ]
of which is difficult to imagine, for people are already speaking in terms of a
“megalopolis” grouping together tens of millions of persons. Of course there exist
medium-sized towns, the dimension of which ensures a better balance in the population.
While being able to offer employment to those that progress in agriculture makes
available, they permit an adjustment of the human environment which better avoids the
proletarianism and crowding of the great built-up areas.
9. The inordinate growth of these centers accompanies industrial expansion, without
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being identified with it. Based on technological research and the transformation of
]
nature, industrialization constantly goes forward, giving proof of incessant creativity.
While certain enterprises develop and are concentrated, others die or change their
location. Thus new social problems are created: professional or regional unemployment,
redeployment and mobility of persons, permanent adaptation of workers and disparity of
conditions in the different branches of industry. Unlimited competition utilizing the
modern means of publicity incessantly launches new products and tries to attract the
consumer, while earlier industrial installations which are still capable of functioning
become useless. While very large areas of the population are unable to satisfy their
primary needs, superfluous needs are ingeniously created. It can thus rightly be asked if,
in spite of all his conquests, man Is not turning back against himself the results of his
activity. Having rationally endeavored to control nature,7 is he not now becoming the
slave of the objects which he makes?
Discrimination
16. Among the victims of situations of injustice - unfortunately no new phenomenon -

[492
]

must be placed those who are discriminated against, in law or in fact, on account of their
race, origin, color, culture, sex or religion.
Racial discrimination possesses at the moment a character of very great relevance by
reason of the tension which it stirs up both within countries and on the international
level. Men rightly consider unjustifiable and reject as inadmissible the tendency to
maintain or introduce legislation or behavior systematically inspired by racialist
prejudice. The members of mankind share the same basic rights and duties, as well as
the same supernatural destiny. Within a country which belongs to each one, all should
be equal before the law, find equal admittance to economic, cultural, civic and social
life and benefit from a fair sharing of the nation’s riches.
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Right to Emigrate
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17. We are thinking of the precarious situation of a great number of emigrant workers
whose condition as foreigners makes it all the more difficult for them to make any sort
of social vindication, in spite of their real participation in the economic effort of the
country that receives them. It is urgently necessary for people to go beyond a narrowly
nationalist attitude in their regard and to give them a charter which will assure them a
right to emigrate, favor their integration, facilitate their professional advancement and
give them access to decent housing where, if such is the case, their families can join
them.11
Linked to this category are the people who, to find work, or to escape a disaster or a
hostile climate, leave their regions and find themselves without roots among other
people.
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It is everyone’s duty, but especially that of Christians12, to work with energy for the
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establishment of universal brotherhood, the indispensable basis for authentic justice and ]
the condition for enduring peace: “We cannot in truthfulness call upon that God who is
the Father of all if we refuse to act in a brotherly way toward certain men, created to
God’s image. A man’s relationship with God the Father and his relationship with his
brother men are so linked together that Scripture says: ‘He who does not love does not
know God’ (I Jn. 4, 8).” 13
Creating Employment
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18. With demographic growth, which is particularly pronounced in the young nations,
the number of those failing to find work and driven to misery or parasitism will grow in
the coming years unless the conscience of man rouses itself and gives rise to a general
movement of solidarity through an effective policy of investment and of organization of
production and trade, as well as of education. We know the attention given to these
problems within international organizations, and it is our lively wish that their members
will not delay bringing their actions into line with their declarations.
It is disquieting in this regard to note a kind of fatalism which is gaining a hold even on [498
people in positions of responsibility. This feeling sometimes leads to Malthusian
]
solutions inculcated by active propaganda for contraception and abortion. In this critical
situation, it must on the contrary be affirmed that the family, without which no society

can stand, has a right to the assistance which will assure it of the conditions for a healthy
development. “It is certain,” we said in our encyclical Populorum Progressio, “that
public authorities can intervene, within the limit of their competence, by favoring the
availability of appropriate information and by adopting suitable measures, provided that
these be in conformity with the moral law and that they respect the rightful freedom of
married couples. Where the inalienable right to marriage and procreation is lacking,
human dignity has ceased to exists.” 14
Advantages and limitations of juridical recognition
23. Through the statement of the rights of man and the seeking for international
agreements for the application of these rights, progress has been made towards
inscribing these two aspirations in deeds and structures.16 Nevertheless various forms of
discrimination continually reappear - ethnic cultural, religious, political and so on. In
fact, human rights are still too often disregarded, if not scoffed at, or else they receive
only formal recognition. In many cases legislation does not keep up with real situations.
Legislation is necessary, but it is not sufficient for setting up true relationships of justice
and equity. In teaching us charity, the Gospel instructs us in the preferential respect due
to the poor and the special situation they have in society: the more fortunate should
renounce some of their rights so as to place their goods more generously at the service
of others. If, beyond legal rules, there is really no deeper feeling of respect for and
service to others, then even equality before the law can serve as an alibi for flagrant
discrimination, continued exploitation and actual contempt. Without a renewed
education in solidarity, an overemphasis of equality can give rise to an individualism in
which each one claims his own rights without wishing to be answerable for the common
good.
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