Reflection Notes

This vision of St John in the Book of Revelation is not only wishful thinking. It is God’s dream for our approaching future: a gathering of people of all cultural backgrounds and languages praising God with one voice. And that is one that we can start to live here on earth. As Pope Leo says, in the face of so much global disruption, “it is important that there be a growing desire in people’s hearts for a future of peace and of respect for the dignity of all. Such a future is essential to God’s plan for humanity and the rest of creation.”*

Later on in St John’s vision, one of the elders explains that these people have gone “out of the great ordeal” and have been made new in Christ. When we have been through suffering and tragedy, such as those who have faced religious persecution, exile or the trauma of dislocation, we share our common dependence and vulnerability under the cross of Christ. We learn to appreciate the gifts of life, safety and freedom, and grow in compassion for others. 

So this reminds us to value the faith and resilience of migrants; they help us to sing even stronger together in praise and trust of our God. This is symbolised in so many ways by this Migrant Cross. 

The Australian wood and Southern Cross deepen our connection with this land, which has been blessed by God. After a long journey through many ordeals, the stars guide the way as they shine with the light of Christ.

The relics are markers of faithfulness. The first is from the Holy Family. As they were forced to flee to Egypt, Jesus walks in understanding and solidarity with all migrants. The second is from St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. She helped shape a society of refuge and welcome, where we live the values of God’s kingdom.

Finally, the boat carrying the cross reminds us of the migrant journey and the pilgrim church. God accompanies us through every storm, wave and calm stretch of water. As missionaries of hope, let us praise him together with all the saints and angels, from every people, but with one voice! 
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