
Reflection for 111th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2025
October 5, 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C

The prophet Habakkuk cries, “How long, Lord?” All he can see around him is injustice, tyranny, outrage and violence. Nothing seems right in his world, and he is losing hope. So many of us can relate to what he is feeling. Pope Leo, in his Message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, recognises what is going on: “The current global context is sadly marked by wars, violence, injustice and extreme weather events, which force millions of people to leave their homelands in search of refuge elsewhere.” There is a renewed arms race, nuclear weapons, climate crisis and growing economic inequalities. Around us we can see “frightening scenarios and the possibility of global devastation”.

Yet all is not lost. There are still reasons to hope. In fact, “In a world darkened by war and injustice, even when all seems lost, migrants and refugees stand as messengers of hope.” Those who have the courage to leave their homelands, the resilience to survive their challenging journeys and the strength to start life anew, can be for us ‘Missionaries of Hope’. 

Hope is one of the three ‘theological virtues’, along with faith and love. That means that it is a grace of God, not something we create ourselves. So it is different to optimism or positive thinking. Hope exists at a deep level, at a divine level, and our invitation is to open ourselves up to it. Therefore, missionaries and witnesses of hope help us to appreciate what God has to offer. 

These witnesses include migrants and refugees, who are “a true divine blessing”. They inspire us and remind us that the Church itself is a pilgrim people. They also include people from host communities. They “can also be a living witness to hope, one that is understood as the promise of a present and a future where the dignity of all as children of God is recognized.” Together, we grow as a family and community who celebrate together in Jubilee.

This vision of hope may seem far away at times. Yet it is sparked by small glimpses of God’s kingdom. As the Prophet Habakkuk says, “if it comes slowly, wait, for come it will, without fail.” Jesus asks us to have faith, if it is only the size of a mustard seed. St Paul has been through all sorts of hardships for the sake of his journeys to share the Good News. Yet he is confident of God’s gifts. We have hope already in our hearts. Our call today is to fan it into flame, to spark it into life. With migrants and refugees we can see beyond the world’s current injustices. We can take steps together with real hope for a better future.





All non-scriptural quotes are from https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/migration/documents/20250725-world-migrants-day-2025.html 


