Prayers of the Faithful World Refugee Day 2025
 
Presider:        	Brothers and sisters, Saint Paul found the treasure of faith that brought him 
through suffering and increased in heaven. Trusting in God as champion of the afflicted, we bring the needs of our community in prayer.  
 
Reader:        	For our Pope and all church leaders.
                    	May they promote harmony and the strength of diversity that the Church may be 
a community of true welcome. Lord, hear us.
 
All:              	Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Reader:       	For Australian and other national governments.
                    	May they create pathways for people to find freedom and safety regardless of 
race, ethnicity, religion, gender, language, disability, sexuality or age. 
Lord, hear us.
 
All:              	Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Reader:       	For those who face persecution, suffering and affliction.  
Like Saint Paul, may they have courage and resilience as they seek life and hope for themselves and their loved ones. Lord, hear us.
 
All:              	Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Reader:       	For those who have come as refugees to this land.   
                    	May they discover the treasure of goodness in the welcome and hospitality they 
receive from us. Lord, hear us.
 
All:              	Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Reader:       	For our local community.
                    	May we celebrate the differences among us that make us stronger and better 
able to face challenges.  Lord, hear us.
 
All:              	Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Reader:       	For those who have died, especially those who have attempted or completed 
refugee journeys. 
                    	May they be free and radiant in the presence of God. Lord, hear us.
 
All:              	Lord, hear our prayer.

Presider:        	Everlasting God, you hear the cries of all who are in distress. Keep our hearts 
centred in the treasures of goodness, faith, hope and love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:              	Amen.
