Reflection – Homily notes for World Refugee Week 2026
Sunday, 14 June 2026, 11th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year A 

Readings: 
· Exodus 19:2-6
· Romans 5:6-11
· Matthew 9:36–10:8

2026 Australian Theme – A Million Stories

Our faith tradition puts great value on both individuals in their uniqueness, as well as the body of believers, the community. In the Book of Genesis, we learn that God created each person, male and female, in the likeness of God. The Prophet Isaiah further reminds us that, God says, “I have called you by name, you are mine.” Such is our precious value, our personal worth. In the gospel passage today, Jesus appoints each one of the Twelve by name. He knows them intimately, and to some he even gives nicknames.

Jesus has also seen certain gifts in each disciple, and has given them particular responsibilities. He trusts them to go out to do the work of God in his name: curing, cleansing and giving as they have received. They are to be his witnesses in a harvest that needs labourers. Simon/Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James, Thaddaeus, Simon and Jude each have names and a place in our Christian story. 

This Refugee Week, we celebrate the one million people who have made Australia home with a permanent humanitarian visa since 1947[footnoteRef:1]. Like each one of the Twelve, these people have precious stories and contribute to the diverse fabric of the Australian community. Like the many people in the bible who fled their land looking for safety and survival, each person has a place in God’s plan and the dignity of a son or daughter of God. The threads of their lives connect backward to ancestors and traditions, and forward to future generations of hope. This week is a perfect opportunity to listen to some of those unique and powerful stories. [1:  www.refugeeweek.org.au/theme/  ] 


At the same time, the million stories of courage and resilience make up a larger story of a community. When God says “I have called you by name, you are mine” in Isaiah, the subject is the people of Israel. Together they are “carried on eagle’s wings”. Together they are chosen by God to be “a kingdom of priests, a consecrated nation.” Centuries later, Jesus acts as God’s instrument of reconciliation for all people, so that the faithful might act as agents of reconciliation.

How do we live out that honour and responsibility today? Are our churches and local communities examples of reconciliation? Do we live out Jesus’ call to cure, cleanse and give to those around us? And do we know each person’s name and the stories they wish to share? Australia made a commitment in 1947 to bring people affected by war and persecution to share this land together. Since then, we have been enriched by so many cultures and qualities, including the special courage and resilience of a million refugees. We come together from our indigenous inhabitants to settlers and to more recent arrivals. Australia as a whole has been carried on eagle’s wings, even as we are charged to do better. In this Refugee Week, may our community welcome and celebrate each person’s story, as God calls us each by name. 
 
