Reflection – Homily notes for World Refugee Day, June 20, 2025

Readings: 
· 2 Corinthians 11:18, 21-30
· Matthew 6:19-23

2025 Australian Theme – Finding Freedom: Diversity in Community

How many people in our churches and local communities have a story to tell… if we would only listen? The people of Corinth do not really know Saint Paul’s story, or appreciate what he has been through. So they do not accept his authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ. From the start of 2 Corinthians, Paul speaks of his “affliction” and asks the faithful to share his sufferings and consolations (2 Cor 1:6-7). However, even his love and humour doesn’t seem to be enough to move them. 

In this passage, Paul finally gets frustrated and spells out some of his experience. Imprisoned, whipped, beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, endangered, hungry, thirsty, cold and anxious… Paul has copped it all. “Constantly travelling”, he has suffered so many dangers for the sake of sharing the message of Jesus. Yet it has been worthwhile. Paul has found a “freedom” (3:17) or “treasure” (4:7) that leads him on the journey, and gives him authority to preach.

Jesus also speaks of treasure in the gospel: “where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” It is more important to store our treasures in heaven than on earth. People who are fleeing to safety are very aware of the treasures they can take with them. Sometimes, with little warning, they must make difficult choices. Beloved possessions, family heirlooms and keepsakes may be left, along with comfortable homes and steady jobs. What is really important becomes clear: life, freedom, safety, family. Even when everything else has gone, perhaps all that remains is goodness, faith, hope and love. 

In our churches or communities, we can make space for people to share their stories as refugees. Like Saint Paul, they will inspire us with the resilience that has brought them through many sufferings and afflictions. We will appreciate the authority of their experience as people of faith and wisdom. And we will discover what makes the journeys worthwhile. 

Church, like community, is more than just a building; it is “a lifeline”. Both exist to “bring people together, showing that our differences make us stronger, more united, and capable of facing challenges.” *On this Refugee Day, let us listen to the stories that reveal the treasures right here among us.



* https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/theme/
